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told the end of Dnyandev in beautiful and touching
verses. One day when Dnyandev, his brothers and
sister were sitting at Pandharpur in the temple of
Krishna, Dnyandev said that he wanted to be buried
at the feet of the god's image. The god answered
that if Dnyandev were buried at Pandharpur, his
fame would be overshadowed by that of the god.
He must be buried at Alandi. Dnyandev reluctantly
consented on a promise that he should see Krishna
at least once a year. At Alandi amid a rain of
heavenly flowers, Dnyandev entered a grave that
had been dug for him. A deerskin was spread for
him to sit upon and a woodfire was lit in a fireplace
made for that purpose. Inhaling the wood-smoke,
Dnyandev became slowly unconscious. While he
lay in a stupor, his disciples sealed the mouth of the
grave. Not long afterwards Sopana had himself
buried alive at Saswad near Purandar Fort and
Nivratti at Trimbakeshwar in the Nasik District.
Muktabai vanished in a lightning flash on the banks
of the Tapti River.
A stately fane was built to mark the spot where
Dnyandev passed away and Alandi and Saswad and
Trimbak are well-known places of pilgrimage. Nor
was the promise of the god Krishna unfulfilled.
Every Kartak Sud 11 (October) a great crowd of
pilgrims take Dnyandev's image in a palanquin from
Alandi to Pandharpur. A fortnight later (Kartak
Wad 11) the pilgrims bear the image in its palanquin
back to Alandi from Pandharpur. Nor does the
great saint go unhonoured ; for invisible to human
eyes the god Krishna, so the pilgrims believe, walks
alongside the palanquin to return the visit of his
beloved disciple. Nay more ; it is now generally